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required for their working and maintenance. Russia,
for example, provided the ground staff for the aero-
planes which it sent, but not the aviators. It was some
weeks after the outbreak of war before these munitions
began to arrive, but by the middle of November there
were sufficient quantities to affect the situation. The
character of the war altered entirely after that date.
This point is emphasized in Mr. Blythe's work on the
strategic effect of Italian and German intervention.1

From an international point of view, therefore,
November 13th is, perhaps, the most important
date in the Spanish Civil War. On that day the
first Russian 'planes went into action at Madrid,
and for the first time the Government forces had
front line aircraft at their disposal. After this date,
any Power which wished to intervene had to send first
line material to Spain. It was no longer possible for a
Power tb secure a political or strategic advantage in
Spain by exporting to Spain her surplus war material.

The third factor which held up a speedy victory for
the insurgents was a marked lack of cohesion amongst
their leaders. For the first six weeks both General
Mola and ' General Queipo de Llano wished to lead
the revolt. The former was a far more efficient soldier
than General Franco, and the latter was a kind of
political 'boss' with a great hold on the extreme South.
Senor Vilaplana makes it clear that at Burgos, at any
rate, General Mola was recognized as el Caudillo*
the leader, and that he was responsible for the forma-
tion of the original * Government* which the Italians
and Germans hastened to recognize. He had the army
behind him, and certain districts, notably Navarre,
1H. Blythe, Spain over Britain, 29.